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[ Aliered [} Unaliered [1 Moved ] Original Site ;

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Beaufort County Courthouse was buillt about 1786 as a two—story
square structure, measuring approximately L2t x L2t'. Tt was constbructed
of brick laid in Flemish bond with & high brick water table., Tatler, a
two-bay brick extension was bullt at the rear of the building and a clock

tower constructed on the gable roof, ~
' The east (main) facade is three bays wide. It features a large
lunette in the gable which is divided into two equal guadrants by a heavy
wooden muliion. The central entrance contains a flat-panel folding
double-door which is framed by a heavy molded architrave and surmounted
by a six-pane Hransoim. '

The north and south sides contain five bays. The west two bays are
& later addition and are of brick laid in one-to-five American bond.
The sash in both the addition and the original portion has been replaced
but the fine jack arches remain, D

Above the east gable is the square clock tower which rises in Two
distinct stages above a plinth. The lower level forms an unadorned
vase (or the upper stages. The second section features a pair of narrow
1ouvered windows with segmental heads on cach face flanked by two fluted
pilasters and molded cornerposts. The top of the tower houses a four-

faced clock. Bach face is flanked by a molded cornerpost. The Utwo upper
levels of the tower have simple bracket cornices. Above the Tower rises

a small wooden pinnacle,

The interior of the first floor is center-passage in plan with two
rooms flanking the hall on either side. A wide two-flight enclosed stair
rises on the inside wall of the east facade on either side of the hall.
The first floor has been greatly altered through several renovations but,
a few chamfered columns and heavy Greek Revival door casings remain.
The rooms have becen partitioned and all the original hardware has been
ramoved, The later additions which house the office ol bthe Register
Deeds and the court records vault have heavy iron covers for bobh the
doors and windows which roll into place on metal tracks.

The second Tloor consists of o lavpe courtroom with bhe additions
forming Lhe jury room and judpels quartcrs. ‘I'he oripginal scobion ol bthe
courtroom contains a raised, stepped platform on which long benches
provide gallery seating. The Judge's bench, lawyer's tables, and Jury
seats are behind a balustrade feaburing flat, scroll-saw balustlers.

The doors to the jury room and judge's quarters are framed by large
bands of reeding with cornerblocks decorated with roundels.
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